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Students part of the Be
Bold Be Bald initiative

SUBMITTED PHOTO

University School students donned bald caps to raise mon-
ay and awareness in the fight against cancer.

By ScorT FIsHMAN
Staff Writer

Donning a bald cap to
raise cancer gwareness hit
close to home for Tyler
Katz.

The eighth-grader at Uni-
versity School in Davie par-
ticipated in the campus’ Be
Bold, Be Bald initiative in
honor of his
who died of the disease.
Katz had the date of her
death written on the outside
of his cap.

“It's important for us to
show our support,” he said.
“That's why every year T've
bought a bald cap, and when
I bought one, T donated a

little bit extra to get the
point across. My grandma
was the biggest direct im-
pact for me. Three of my
family members have gotten
cancer within the past two
years. One of them is still
going through it. One is now
cancer-free. Then there is
m}r »

Katz is president of the
school’s Debbie’s Dream
club, an extension of the
nonprofit Debbie’s Dream
Foundation: Curing Stom-
ach Cancer created by Davie
resident Debbie Zelman.
Members sold bald caps to
classmates, who wore them
throughout the day.

Sixth-grader Hannah

Egnm has lost several rela-
tives to cancer.

“I wanted to help other
people because now I know
what it is like having some-
bodywho has it,” she said.

Mallory Schnell joined
the club three years ago af-
ter her grandfather’s death.

“I wanted to help the
cause and support cancer
awareness,” she said. “We
have a couple of fundraisers
in addition to this one. We
do a jeans day, a goldfish
cracker eating contest and
other ways to make a differ-
ence.”

Marty Koelner, sixth-
grade science teacher and
club sponsor, said they've
raised thousands of dollars
over the years between the
sale of the bald caps and
student fundraising. Koel-
ner’s husband is a two-time
cancer survivor.

“We are looking for new
ideas to get people in-
volved,” she said. “One thing
about having Debbie’s
Dream on campus is al-
though we have our group,
all of our activities are
g(;lTned to involve every-

v. It's on a school-wide
and community level”

For more information,

visit Debbiesdream.org.

Scott Fishman can be
reached at smfishman@
tribune.com.



